THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY, 30 JANUARY 2022

The Collect

God our creator, who in the beginning
commanded the light to shine out of darkness:
we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ may dispel the darkness of ignorance and
unbelief, shine into the hearts of all your people,
and reveal the knowledge of your glory in the
face of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

1 Samuel 10: 17-24

Samuel summoned the people to the LORD at
Mizpah and said to them, ‘Thus says the LORD,
the God of Israel, “I brought up Israel out of
Egypt, and I rescued you from the hand of the
Egyptians and from the hand of all the kingdoms
that were oppressing you.” But today you have
rejected your God, who saves you from all your
calamities and your distresses; and you have said,
“No! but set a king over us.” Now therefore
present yourselves before the LORD by your tribes
and by your clans.” Then Samuel brought all the
tribes of Israel near, and the tribe of Benjamin was
taken by lot. He brought the tribe of Benjamin
near by its families, and the family of the Matrites
was taken by lot. Finally he brought the family of
the Matrites near man by man, and Saul the son of
Kish was taken by lot. But when they sought him,
he could not be found. So they inquired again of
the LORD, ‘Did the man come here?’ and

the LORD said, ‘See, he has hidden himself among
the baggage.” Then they ran and brought him from
there. When he took his stand among the people,
he was head and shoulders taller than any of
them. Samuel said to all the people, ‘Do you see
the one whom the LORD has chosen? There is no
one like him among all the people.” And all the
people shouted, ‘Long live the king!’

Romans 13: 1-7

Let every person be subject to the governing
authorities; for there is no authority except from
God, and those authorities that exist have been
instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists
authority resists what God has appointed, and
those who resist will incur judgement. For rulers
are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Do
you wish to have no fear of the authority? Then do
what is good, and you will receive its

approval; for it is God’s servant for your good.

But if you do what is wrong, you should be afraid,
for the authority does not bear the sword in vain!
It is the servant of God to execute wrath on the
wrongdoer. Therefore one must be subject, not
only because of wrath but also because of
conscience. For the same reason you also pay
taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, busy
with this very thing. Pay to all what is due to
them—taxes to whom taxes are due, revenue to
whom revenue is due, respect to whom respect is
due, honour to whom honour is due.

Matthew 8: 23-34

And when he got into the boat, his disciples
followed him. A gale arose on the lake, so great
that the boat was being swamped by the waves;
but he was asleep. And they went and woke him
up, saying, ‘Lord, save us! We are

perishing!” And he said to them, ‘Why are you
afraid, you of little faith?” Then he got up and
rebuked the winds and the sea; and there was a
dead calm. They were amazed, saying, ‘What sort
of man is this, that even the winds and the sea
obey him?” When he came to the other side, to the
country of the Gadarenes, two demoniacs coming
out of the tombs met him. They were so fierce that
no one could pass that way. Suddenly they
shouted, ‘What have you to do with us, Son of
God? Have you come here to torment us before
the time?” Now a large herd of swine was feeding
at some distance from them. The demons begged
him, ‘If you cast us out, send us into the herd of
swine.” And he said to them, ‘Go!” So they came
out and entered the swine; and suddenly, the
whole herd rushed down the steep bank into the
lake and perished in the water. The swineherds ran
off, and on going into the town, they told the
whole story about what had happened to the
demoniacs. Then the whole town came out to
meet Jesus; and when they saw him, they begged
him to leave their neighbourhood.

Post Communion Prayer

Generous Lord, in word and eucharist we have
proclaimed the mystery of your love: help us so
to live out our days that we may be signs of your
wonders in the world; through Jesus Christ our
Saviour.



